Week #3 Report


Biograd vs Hajduk


Daniel Rogic


The third week of Turnir’s 2010 schedule was postponed due to typical Vancouver weather. But not much changed the following week as the rain fell on the Croatian picnic grounds throughout the day. But that did not stop the third week fixtures from being played.


The 3 p.m. “Prime-Time” match-up was between last year’s champions Biograd na Moru and this year’s current leaders Hajduk. The rain seemed to put a damper on the spirits of the Biograd Boys, because half the team did not even seem to get out of bed to make the game. The match started with Biograd a man down and playing with the wrong Mrsic in net. The odds once again seemed stacked against the team everyone wants to beat at Richmond. The whistler blew and Biograd was forced to rely on counterattacks for any chances while Hajduk relied on shots from the perimeter on Biograd’s stand-in keeper Marko Mrsic. Sandro “Ragin’ Cajun” Rajic and Kresimir “I score goals for fun” Bebic were carrying the attack for the Hajduci. But unfortunately for the boys from the region of Split, they were thwarted by Biograd’s wily veteran defender, Johnny “I go to Kits Beach and get more numbers than the 20 year olds” Mrsic.


But as expected, Bebic got Hajduk on the scoreboard first with a bit of a cheeky opener. Bebic received the ball on the sideline and was looking pass, but was thinking finish. He did so, short side passed a bewildered Mrsic for the match’s first tally. With Biograd’s back against the wall and down a man with a makeshift keeper, the boys from the coast pushed forward in search of a comeback. They found it in their Dynamic Duo, Mike “I love Croatians so much I will probably adopt a few like Madonna” Baldin and Danny “My back hurts” Rogic. The Lemieux and Jagr of the Croatian Summer League made a nifty passing play before Baldin fired a low shot that deflected off a Hajduk defender and into the net for Biograd’s opening goal. Seconds later, Baldin centred a low pass across the box to a wide-open Rogic who pulled about nine muscles in his body to stretch and get a toenail on the ball to divert it off the back post and into the Hajduk net for the go-ahead marker.


With Biograd up a goal, their troops finally started to show up. Number One Goalkeeper Dennis Mrsic and Aldo “Rogaine’s for Losers” Rogic made their way into the game and made an instant impact. Mrsic had to make a number of remarkable saves to keep Biograd in front while Rogic was put up front in his first match ever as a stiker. He made quick work of the opportunity when his cousin Danny Rogic sent him on a breakaway. Aldo strolled in uncontested and coolly finished for Biograd’s third goal.


Half time was only a short breather for both sides as the action got started quickly. Ante “AK47” Krapic was once again a machine and set up Baldin’s second goal of the match with a low cross from the wing that Baldin finished like a stallion. Not long after that, Rogic played a nifty give-and-go with Baldin along the Hajduk goal line. Rogic got tangled up with Hajduk keeper Paul “Napoleon Dynamite” Cikes in the Hajduk box. Rogic and Cikes did a little ballroom dancing before Rogic took the reins and said “I will call you tomorrow” with no intention in doing so. He then put the ball home for his second and Biograd’s fifth goal past a mesmerized Cikes.


That goal semed to wake up the Hajduk squad who took control of the match. Kreso Bebic ‘s shot from an awkward angle was going wide, but Mike “Vancouver’s own Cro-Cop” Arbulic was on hand at the back post to tap in Hajduk’s second marker. With moments left in the match, a questionable penalty was called for the Hajduci, but Kreso Bebic stepped up and finished to make the scoreline 5-3. But it was too little, too late. The whistle blew and the Biograd Bad Boys walked away with the all-important W.


Tune in next week. Same turnir time, same turnir channel. Remember to bring your suntan lotion…

